
 

HOW TO DISPLAY 
ADDRESS NUMBERS 

NEW HARTFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Police, Fire and Ambulance personnel need to find your home quickly 

should an emergency occur. It is difficult for emergency vehicles to find 

homes and businesses whose address numbers are not properly posted. 

But you have to take a little time yourself to display your house number clearly,  

so they can find you.  

SUGGESTED METHODS OF ADDRESSING 

∙ Put numbers that are at least four inches tall at the front entrance (or a loca-

tion easily visible from the street) that contrasts with the background ­ for ex-

ample, light numbers on dark or dark numbers on light. Provide proper illu-

mination for your address. 

∙ Remove any landscaping, such as branches or vines, which may be obstruct-

ing your address. 

∙ For apartment buildings and other buildings with multiple occupancies, mark 

each separate occupant's number. 

∙ For driveways off main roads, place your address numbers on a post/mailbox 

at the entrance of the driveway. 

∙ House numbers should be in plain block numerals, not script or written num-

bers. 

∙ On a corner lot, your house numbers should face the street named in the ad-

dress. 

∙ In a rural area, your house number should be on the mailbox as well as on the 

house. 

∙ When the house is some distance from the street, or when the view of the 

house is blocked by trees or shrubs, house numbers should be on a sign at-

tached to a tree, fence, gate, or lawn stake. 

Do a Check – Make sure you can see your address from the street!  
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(AS  S HOW N ABOVE  I N E XAMPL ES  I  &  2 )  I F  YOUR HOUSE  IS  

NOT VISI BLE ,  OR IS  T OO F AR FROM  T HE ROM)  F OR 

NUM BE RS  T O BE  S EE N AT NI GHT,  DISP L AY YOUR ADDRESS  

AT BOT H T HE  DRI VEW AY E NTRANCE AND ON YOUR HOUSE  

-  ESP E CI AL L Y I F  S HARING A DRI VEW AY.  
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1234 

A L W A Y S  

D I S P L A Y  N U M B E R S  

H O R I Z O N T A L L Y :  

H O W  T O  D I S P L A Y  A D D R E S S  N U M B E R S  

SO THEY CAN BE SEEN AT NIGHT - BY POLICE, FIRE, AND RESCUE PERSONNEL-  

COMING FROM ANY DIRECTION (not on a mailbox only) 

 

( E XAM P L E  3  ABOVE )  

E VE N I F  YOUR HO US E  I S  

CL OS E  T O T HE  RO AD,  

DI S P L AYth  G  YOUR 

ADD RE S S  ON BOT H T H E  

HOUS E  A ND AT  YO UR 

DRI VE W AY E NT R AN CE  

W I L L  HE L P  E M E RGE NCY 

P E RS ONNE L  L OC AT E  

YOU R H OUS E  QUI C KL Y.  

REFLECTIVE NUMBERS ARE  

VERY HELPFUL,  

IF LARGE ENOUGH TO BE  

SEEN FROM A DISTANCE. 


